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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

n MTHMHALLGADMNCSTRAHON 1 LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012

December 12, 1994

Mr. John Driscoll, General Manager
Department of Airports

#1 World Way

Los Angeles, California 90045

Dear Mr. Driscoll:

As you know we have communicated regarding the issue of helicopter activity at Van
Nuys Airport. Unfortunately, | was not able to respond before leaving City Hall;
however, this is an issue of such importance that | feel it necessary to communicate
with you on it from my new position at Los Angeles County. Lwrote to your - .
predecessor, Clifton Moore and to City Attorney James Hahn in September, 1992 to
request they consider the legality of banning nighttime helicopter tours. Mr. Hahn has
now opined that such a ban may be permissible if it can meet the tests of (a) whether
such an action is reasonably adapted to the ends sought (i.e., reduction of naise), (b)
whether the interest being protected is a matter of peculiarly local concern, and (c)
whether the burden imposed of interstate commerce is outweighed by the local interest
supporting the proposed legislation.

X You have indicated that while in 1992 and 1993 you received a large number of
complaints from residents concerning helicopter tour operators, you now receive an
insignificant number of such calls. You state that this is because the VNY tower now
normally clears the tour operators to an unrestricted climb to 2,500 feet above mean
sea level, which is generally achieved over the Sepulveda Basin. This altitude, which

is equivalent to 1700 — 1900 feet above ground level, is high enough not to disturb
residents.

| would like to suggest that you evaluate the impact of sightseeing helicopters ina

) scientific manner, and that you simuitaneously seek to obtain "bassline" data on the
actual impact of all helicopter activity emanating from Van Nuys. Utilizing the VNY
noise monitoring system, which | understand can track the flight tracks and altitudes of




al! but the very lowest flying aircraft, | would like to request that you conduct a
rigorous, scientific, unannounced survey of helicopter activity. The survey shou_id be
conducted on a 24-hour—a-day basis for at least a week, and should serve to identify
flight tracks and altitudes of helicopters arriving, departing and transiting VNY. it
should also be able to determine the percentage of operations by category, including
training flights, tours, media, public safety, charters, etc. | understand the survey could
also track usage of the identified VNY helicopter routes and, most importantly, track
helicopter flight paths to as far as three to five miles away from VNY. This lastis
perhaps the most critical because it will enable us to begin to understand why and
where the complaints are generated and to identify solutions to our problems.

if the nighttime sightseeing tours are flying at a low altitude over residential areas, thus
continuing to create a problem, | would like to request that you immediately initiate a
ban on nighttime sightseeing tours as per the City Attorney's letter.

| would also like to request that you enact the proposals of the Van Nuys Airport
citizens Advisory Council relative to helicopter noise. the CAC has asked that you
work with the FAA to determine the feasibility of various options, including:

__ increasing the altitude of helicopters flying south from VNY over the
Sepulveda Basin, thus enabling them to achieve a higher altitude before overflying
residential areas; o

—— providing a dedicated helicopter frequency at Burbank Airport;

- creating a helicopter corridor through van Nuys and Burbank Airport
airspace over the Ventura Freeway, at a higher altitude than is presently permissible;

—— enacting a minimum advisory altitude of 1000 feet above ground level on
charts for overflying the Santa Monica Mountains,

- restricting hours of operations at VNY by helicopter operators; and

—— requiring minimum altitudes for police, fire and other public service
helicopters when not engaged in actual patrols or emergency operations.

Additionally, | would like to request that you consider the recommendations of the
Communiquest study, "Analysis of Helicopter Activity in Sherman Oaks area” dated
June, 1993. In addition to some of those made by the VNY-CAC, Communiquest
recommends that you work with the FAA to provide recommended altitudes on
helicopter routes, including a helicopter corridor along the Ventura Freeway at an

altitude of 1700 feet. They also suggest you amend the Van Nuys Helicopter Letter of
Agreement by:

—— requiring pilots to climb sooner (above the 1300 ft. ATA required altitude)
when headed south through the Sepulveda Pass;
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— reshading the area around the freeway interchanges to eliminate the grey
(1300 ft. altitude) area northeast of the freeway intersaction to aliow pilots to gain and
maintain altitude; and

— eliminating the use of the route diagonally southeast of the airport which
uses City Hall as a reporting point.

Finally, relative to the tour operator, Communiquest recommends that he be required to
transit the Ventura Freeway at 1500 ft. MSL.

| believe all these recommendations must be seriously evaluated at this time in an
attempt to relive the serious helicopter noise problem in Sherman Oaks and other
areas of the San Fernando Valley and beyond. | would request that you bring serious
thought to bear on these recommendations and advise me of your findings and results.
Thank you for your expedited attention to this request.

Sincerely,

ZEV YAROSLAVSKY
Supervisor, Third District

Y ak;

cc:  Mr. Richard Close
cc: Ms. Candace Campbell
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& Serving the Homeowners of Encino ¢ GERALD A. SILVER
President
PO BOX 260205
ENCINO, CA 91426

January 17, 1995 Phone (818)9980-2757

Federal Aviation Administration

Ida M. Klepper, Manager, Airmen/Airspace Rules Div.
Attn.: Docket 27371

800 Independence Ave. S.W.

Washington, DC 20591

RE: ACTION REQUESTED ON 1000' HELO MINIMUM RULE CHANGE

Thank you for your letter of Dec. 21, 1994, in which you indicate
that my request for a 1000' minimum altitude rule change is
"still under review." I understand the need for the FAA to work
in a thoughtful and deliberative manner, but prompt action on
this matter is required.

There is an increasing urgency for controls by the FAA on low
flying sight seeing and media helicopter operations. The helicop-
ter crash in the Cahuenga Pass in Los Angeles on January 14, 1995
emphases the fact that the matter of helicopter minimums are not
merely matters of noise but affect the physical safety of persons
on the ground and passengers in the air.

The regrettable helicopter crash was reported in the press as
conducted by a tour operator and "bound for the helipad atop the
Transamerica Building in Downtown Los Angeles, a frequent stop
for tour helicopters because passengers can dine at a restaurant
in the building..."

Clearly had the FAA acted responsibly and effectively in address-
ing minimum helicopter altitudes this accident would not have
happened, and several lives would not have been lost.

I again call for prompt action on the FAA's part to move forward
with the proposed rule change in Docket 27371. Clearly minimum
altitudes and controls on sight seeing and media operations over
populated areas are needed. Please use your best efforts to see
that the FAA gives a fast track to our proposed rule change.

Cordially yours, N
g / i ey
%x/ﬁ/// s \\% | {/g//é g

Gerald A. Silver
President Homeowners of Encino

cc: Congressmen, Elected officials, Homeowners associations
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amc A Valley-wide comumunity vrganization seeking to control noise from Van Nuys Auport

Participating Organizations: P.O. Box 260205
BENEDICT CANYON ASSOCIATION

BENEDICT CANYON PROTECTION LEAGUE Encino, CA 91426
CAHUENGA PASS PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION PHonE (818)990-2757

ENCINO PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION
HOLMBY WESTWOOD PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION
HOMEOWNERS OF ENCINO

NORTH HILLS RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
SHERMAN OAKS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
STUDIO CITY RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
STUDIO VILLAGE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
TARZANA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION
TOP OF THE CANYON ASSOCIATION

VALLEY VILLAGE HOMEOQWNERS ASSOCIATION
WEST VAN NUYS HOMEOWNERS ASSQCIATION

. S 5 SRS ORGANIZATIO
WOODLAND HILLS HOMEOWNERS ORGANIZATION January 17 , 1995

Congressman Anthony Beilenson
21031 Ventura Bl., Suite 1010
Woodland Hills, CA 91364

RE: NEED FOR ACTION ON HELICOPTER MINIMUM ALTITUDES
FAA Docket 27371 ‘

On behalf the members of the Stop the Noise! Coalition, I would like
to thank you and the other Congressmen for your continued assistance
in working with us and the FAA in bringing about a Rule Change on

helicopter minimum altitudes. As you know Homeowners of Encino [Stop
the Noise!], filed a proposed rule change with the FAA in June 1994.

The matter of low flying media and sight seeing helicopters continues
to be a serious problem for residents in Los Angeles, as well as other
parts of the country. The tour helicopter that crashed on January 14,
1995 in the Cahuenga Pass placed thousand of motorists and residents
at risk. That helicopter could easily have landed on the heavily
trafficked freeway, or on the nearby homes.

According to press reports the helicopter was on a sight-seeing dinner
flight conducted between a valley airport and a high-rise office tower
in downtown Los Angeles. Operations such as these are often conducted
from Van Nuys Airport every ten or twenty minutes during evening hours
during some seasons of the year. Other low altitude nuisance opera-
tions are conducted by media helicopters operating from the Van Nuys
and Burbank Airports. At least a half dozens of these flights leave
the airport near 6 AM and cruise at low altitudes down the Ventura
Freeway, and through the Cahuenga Pass.

It is unthinkable that there are no minimum altitudes for helicopters
operating over populated areas. On behalf of the thousands of resi-
dents who are members of the associations on this letterhead, I am
asking that you continue to use every possible effort to direct the
FAA to approve the proposed Rule Change, establishing a 1000' AGL
minimum altitude for non-emergency helicopter flights.
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The FAA is charged with both safety and environmental concerns. It is
not only proper, but necessary that they take immediate action on this
matter. We need controls that will preclude low flying helicopters
that generate a huge amount of noise and place residents at risk. In
this day and age, there is simply no logical reason why non-emergency
helicopters should be allowed to operate over heavily populated areas,
with no minimum altitude restrictions.

Please contact the FAA and ask that the Rule Change in Docket 27371 be
put in place immediately.

Cordially yours, /?

S, o 7/// / /’.’ -
Dol Al
Gerald A. Silver

cc: Congressmen Waxman, Berman, FAA, Mayor Riordan, LA Dept. of Air-
ports, Elected officials, Homeowners Associations.
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Copter pilot’s visibility
questioned by investigator

By Terri Hardy
Deily News Staff Writer

San Bernardino police officer
Timothy Rice and his date boarded
a charter helicopter Saturday in
Burbank for a romantic tour of
downtown lights and a stop at a res-
taurant atop the Transamerica
Center.

Twelve minutes later, the "City
Lights” flight ended in tragedy.
Struggling through poor weather,
the low-flying chopper snagged a
power line and crashed into the
Hollywood Freeway (101), killing
Rice and the 50-year-oid pilot. a

Burbank resident whose name was
not released pending notification of
reiatives,

Rice’s date remained in critical
condition Sunday, and the woman
who arranged the tour was upgrad-
ed from critical to serious condi-
tion.

The crash prompted renewed
calls for increasing helicopter re-
strictions and raised questions
among investigators and aviators.

Don Llorente, senior air safety
investigator for the National Trans-
portation Safety Board, which is in-
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Copter crash victim mourned;
2 women remain hospitalized

" HELICOPTER / From Page |

vestigating the crash, said “it was
questionable” if the pilot had the
one-mile visibility required by fed-
cral air regulations to fly.

Power lines along the Cahuenga
Pass are well-marked with orange
balls and well-known among local
pilots, said Dick Hart, president of
National Helicopter Service in Van
Nuys.

“It was pretty poor weather con-
ditions,” Hart said. “He should not
have gone through the Cahuenga
Pass.”

On Sunday, Rice’s family and co-
workers grieved for the officer, a fa-
ther of five children from ages 6 to
14, said his ex-wife, Joyce Rice.

“He was a very compassionate
and warm person, a great father, a
dedicated father,” Rice said.

Besides working for the San Ber-
nardino Police Department since
1989, Rice had been a Baptist min-
ister for 15 years and was going to
be installed within a few weeks as
new pastor at a Rialto church, she
said,

Rice and his date booked the
“City Lights” limousine, dinner
and helicopter package a week ago
through Ontario-based Aria Lim-
ousine Service, Llorente said. Aria
arranged for the helicopter, operat-
ed by Wolf Air.

Officials of Wolf Air could not be
reached for comment.

Aria’s Diane Brooks, 39, of On-
tario regularly traveled with her
customers and was on board the
helicopter, Liorente said.

On Sunday, she was scheduled to
u wrist surgery, and also suf-
fered from several broken ribs and
numerous cuts and bruises, said
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
spokeswoman Paula Correia.

Rice’s date, whose name was not
released by authorities, remained in
critical condition at Saint Joseph
Medical Center in Burbank.

The Bell 206 Jet Ranger helicop-
ter took off from Burbank Airport
at 7:33 p.m. Saturday, bound for
the downtown Transamerica Cen-

_ter and its. Tower Restaurant,

‘ Llorente said.

" The helicopter hit a high-volitage
transmission line, sending up a
bright flash. The craft narrowly
missed motorists, crashing belly-up
on the freeway shoulder just north

. of the Highland Avenue exit.
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Evan Yee/Daily News

The wrecked helicopter sits on a hil by the southbound lanes of the
Hollywood Freeway, just north of the Highiand Avenue exit.

The twisted wreckage tied up
freeway traffic in both directions,
and was finally cleared about
2:50 a.m., according to the Califor
nia Highway Patrol.

Low-flying helicopters traveling

from Burbank and Van Nuys air--

ports have caused concern among
several community groups in the
San Fernando Valley, said Joan
Luchs, president of the Cahuenga
Pass Property Owners Association.

The association is part of a coali-
tion of 15 homeowners groups
stretching from Woodland Hills to
the Hollywood Hills — a coalition
called Stop the Noise! — that is
calling for several restrictions on
helicopters, including curfews and
forcing pilots to fly at a 1,000-foot
minimum, Luchs said.

“It was inappropriate for the pi-
iot to fly in that kind of weather, in
fog and rain,” Luchs said. “If they
had implemented the 1,000-foot
minimum, this accident never
would have happened.”

She stressed the group did not
oppose law enforcement or other
emergency crews’ use of helicop-
ters, but was focusing on what she
called “‘unnecessary flights’ by
news media and dinner and sight-

seeing tours, she said.

The Los Angeles Department of
Airports — which operates Los An-
geles International, Van Nuys,
Palmdale and Ontario airports, but
not Burbank Airport — has con-
ducted a study on helicopter trips
from Van Nuys because of commu-
nity concern, said Jack Driscoll, ex-
ecutive director of the department.

“We’re looking at what helicop-
ters aren’t behaving properly,” he
said.

Results of that study, and later
recommendations that might in-
clude limiting the number of flights
and route changes, will be provided
to the city Airport Commission.

A few months ago, Mayor Rich-
ard Riordan asked the Federal
Aviation Administration to consid-
er forcing helicopters to fly at least
1,000 above the ground, Driscoll
said.

“So far, we've heard nothing,” he
said.

The altitude requirement was
sent to the FAA after it was recom-
mended by the Van Nuys Airpost’s
cog:mnuity advisory committee, he

Ay
Daily News Staff Writer B*
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Dead pilot

was from
- Burbank

Brother calls flying

Marendi’s first love

By Terri Hardy
Daily News Staff Writer

Tom Marendi walked along the
shoulder of the Hollywood Freeway
Monday, the site where his brother,
John, died Saturday when the heli-
copter he was piloting hit a power
line and plunged to the ground.

Marendi picked up a few pieces
of the wreckage scattered on the
shoulder, and kept them as a re-
membrance,
~ “You're just not sure what to do
In times like this,” he said later
from his home,

The pilot was identified Monday
as Andre J. Marendi, 50. of Bur-
bank. Friends and family knew him
as John, his brother said.

On Saturday, Marendi and three
passengers took off from Burbank
in poor weather, bound for down-
town Los Angeles. The “City
Lights™ tour included sight-seeing
and was to land atop the Transa-
merica Center for dinner at the
Tower restaurant,

Passenger Timothy Rice, a San
Bernardino police officer and fa-
ther of five also died in the crash.
Rice’s date, whose name was not
released, was upgraded from criti-
cal to serious condition Monday,
said a spokeswoman at St. Joseph's
Medical Center. Diane Brooks, the
Ontario businesswoman who ar-
ranged the tour, was in serious con-
dition at Cedars-Sinai Medical
Center.

Tom Marendi said his brother
worked in transportation at area
studios, drove trucks long-distance,
and was a disc jockey for a country-
western radio station in Long
Beach. But his first love was flying.

*“It was a way of life for him,”
Marendi said.

Don Llorente, senior air safety
investigator for the National Trans-
portation Safety Board, which is in-
vestigating the crash, said Sunday
that “‘it was questionable” if the pi-
lot had the one-mile visibility re-
quired by federal air regulations to
fly that foggy night.

But Marendi said his brother was
known as an extremely cautious pi-
tot, and he doesn’t understand the
concerns.

“So many people said he was al-
ways so careful, it just doesn’t make
sense,” he said.

Divorced, Marendi is aiso sur-
vived by a 24-year-old daughter,
Heidi, and his 82-year-old mother,
Tom Marend: said.



